
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Partnership projects on the River Coln, 
Gloucestershire. 
Thames West Fisheries team have completed two 
projects with the Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust on 
the River Coln. First we worked on a reach of the 
river that had been fenced a number of years ago. 
As a result of a lack of maintenance marginal and 
bank vegetation had disappeared and the banks 
were badly eroded. We cleared scrub from 50m of 
the channel and cleared the canopy in a number of 
spots allowing light to get to the river. In the 
second project we assisted a fishery in restoring 
deflectors damaged by the 2014 floods. Deflectors 
concentrate the flow and keep the gravel clean for 
spawning trout.  
Contact James Seymour, Thames West Fisheries 
for further Information at 
james.seymour@environment-agency.goc.uk.  
 

 
GWT & EA Fisheries Officers manoeuvring a deflector into 
position. 
 

Fleet Pond fish rescue 
The Fleet Pond Society reported a high number of 
fish trapped in a small pond used for pond dipping. 
Fisheries Officers Karen Twine and Stuart Keable 
were on hand for a fish rescue, with a guest 
appearance from their old team leader John 
Sutton! The seine netting resulted in 
approximately 5000 small fish including roach, 

bream, rudd and perch being moved from the 
small pond back into Fleet Pond. 
 

 
John Sutton finally getting his hands dirty. Amazing what a 
few months of retirement can get a man to do. 
 

Seine netting survey at Shortheath Common 
Pond.  
Environment Agency Fisheries staff carried out a 
seine netting survey at Shortheath Common Pond.  
 

 
Fisheries Officers carrying out netting survey at Shortheath 
Common pond. 

 
The survey was carried out with the help of 
Oakhanger Angling Club to gain some information 
on the fish population in the pond. Thousands of 
roach, rudd and perch were captured during the 
three pulls of the 75 meter seine net.  Lengths and 
scale samples taken from the fish captured will 
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provide information on the age of fish and how 
well they are growing. The survey is just part of a 
bigger project at the pond to improve habitat and 
wildlife and water quality in the future. 
 
For further information please contact Adrian 
Bicknell on 01252 729568  
 
Caker Stream fish rescue 
Quick thinking by Environment Agency Officers has 
helped save countless numbers of fish on a 
tributary of the North River Wey in Hampshire. A 
fire at an industrial unit near Alton, on Tuesday 
evening resulted in a serious pollution incident 
which saw a release of chemicals into the Caker 
Stream. 
 
As the pollution moved downstream, it caused a 
large fish kill, with brown trout, dace, bullheads 
and minnows all being affected. To save as many 
fish as possible, Environment Agency Fisheries 
staff working in tandem with Environment Officers 
electrofished and removed hundreds of fish from 
the lower reaches of the Caker Stream before the 
chemicals arrived. 
 

 
Environment Agency Fisheries staff rescuing fish from the 
Caker Stream 

 

Adrian Bicknell, Fisheries Officer for the River Wey 
Catchment said, “Whilst this pollution incident has 
had a significant effect on fish populations on the 
Caker stream, we have managed to act quickly and 
save hundreds of fish which ultimately would have 
been killed as the pollution moved downstream. 
The rescued fish have been relocated upstream of 
the confluence of where the Caker Stream joins 
the River Wey. When the water quality returns to 

normal we would expect that some of these 
rescued fish will help re-colonise the stream.” 
 

 
Environment Officer JC Hall with a sample of dead fish 

 
Fisheries Officer, Adrian Bicknell, added, 
“Thankfully it appears that there were no dead fish 
in the Wey. It is probable that the larger volumes 
and flows of water at the bottom of the Caker 
Stream and in the Wey diluted the effect of the 
chemicals”. 
 
Floating Pennywort plague 
Operations Field Delivery Teams have been 
working in partnership with riparian owners and 
Reading Borough Council to eradicate an invasive 
non-native aquatic plant from the Foudry Brook in 
Reading. 
 
Floating Pennywort has plagued the brook for a 
number of years, reducing its ecological diversity 
and amenity value as well as posing a flood risk. A 
co-ordinated programme of physical removal and 
herbicide treatment has led to a massive reduction 
in the extent of the plant. The photos below show 
the progress of the eradication over a period of 
five months, from complete coverage of the 
channel to almost completely cleared. 



 

 
March: Looking upstream from Lindisfarne Way bridge (STW 
outfall on right hand side  

 

 
May  

 

 
August 

 
The programme will continue in 2015 with the aim 
of completely eradicating it over the next two 
years. For more information please contact Jon 
Woodcock in the West Thames Biodiversity Team 
on 01491 828670 or jon.woodcock@environment-
agency.gov.uk.     

Dundas – New channel excavated and breach 
fixed  
The Dundas is a distributary of the River Kennet.  It 
flows from the Kennet near Kintbury and provides 
a variety of habitat features, including deep pools, 
shallow riffles and smooth glides.  In recent times 
the stream has suffered a number of breaches, 
this has caused a deficit of water to the lower 
sections of the Dundas. It was also noted that due 
to a narrow open culvert the water levels 
upstream of this point were high due the 
impounding affect of this structure.  This meant 
that breaches occurred due to water flowing over 
the soft peat banks, this then gradually erodes and 
breaches occur.  As part of the project and to 
avoid erosion in the future a new channel would 
be dug to divert flows around the culvert.   
 

 
The bypass around the culvert is completed 
 

The work was planned in conjunction with Reading 
& District Angling Association, with funding from 
the local angling club Red Spinners and Morewood 
Estate.  In addition to digging the new channel and 
repairing the breach, clearance of tree blockages 
was carried out.  Site visits since the work have 
shown that fish are using the new channel and 
flows have increased downstream of the project. 
Please contact adam.hilliard@environment-
agency.gov.uk for more information. 
 
Help stop invasive species damaging the places 
you fish, plus find out what we do with your rod 
licence money. 
Anglers have already helped to slow the spread of 
the ‘killer shrimp’. Now there’s a new alien species 
threatening the places you love to fish: the quagga 
mussel.  
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The mussels from south-east Europe have been 
found in Wraysbury Reservoir in Surrey. They 
smother hard surfaces, block water intakes and 
change the natural balance of rivers and lakes. If 
we’re not careful they could spread to other 
fisheries.  
 
Please check, clean and dry your tackle every time 
you go fishing to help stop Quagga mussels and 
other invasive species from spreading.  
 
Watch this video to see how to check, clean and 
dry your kit.  
 
We use your rod licence money to pay for work to 
protect and improve fish stocks and places where 
you fish.  Find out how we’re improving rivers and 
lakes in south-east England, home to over a third of 

rod licence holders. 
 

For more information contact the Environment 
Agency Fisheries Team on 
EA.Fisheries.Team@rodlicencerenewal.co.uk  
 
Gravel relocation South Cerney, Gloucestershire. 
Gravel washed down the river during the winter’s 
floods had built up at the sluices in South Cerney. 
Because of the flood risk the gravel was worrying 
the local residents so our Operations Field Team 
removed it. 15 tonnes of gravel was moved 1 km 
upstream and returned to the river. The clean 
gravel supplements existing shoals and should 
improve the availability of suitable trout spawning 
areas this winter. 
 

 
Julian Rogers of the Operations Field Team pushes Gravel 
into the River Churn. 

 
Osier Bed Stream - Tree management to benefit 
stream 

The Fisheries Team have been working with 
Reading & District Angling Association on the Osier 
Bed Stream near Theale.  Over a number of days 
they have been clearing trees to reduce shading 
on the stream, this will increase weed growth and 
create a more diverse habitat within the channel. 
The stream is a small distributary of the River 
Kennet and provides valuable spawning habitat for 
riverine species in the area, including barbel, chub 
and dace.  Increased weed growth will help to 
keep gravels clear of silt and provide cover for fish.  
Past surveys have highlighted that the Osier 
provides good habitat for fish and in particular 
juvenile fish, over the last few years the 
surrounding trees have grown causing shading.   
 

 
Fisheries Officer Jim Seymour relocates a felled branch from 
the banks of the Osier Bed Stream. 

 
This means the bed of the river has little weed 
growth; opening up sections of the stream to light 
will create much needed diversity for this cracking 
little stream. This tree management can then be 
combined with gravel cleaning to enhance the 
spawning potential even more.   This will provide 
an excellent resource in years to come for this part 
of the Kennet.    
 
A visit from the Danes 
On Thursday 27 November, the Environment 
Agency was host to students and supervisors from 
Copenhagen Business School, Denmark. They were 
studying Environmental Technology, and their 
interests were in pollution, groundwater, public 
awareness, soil contamination and climate change. 
They had come to the UK to see how we were 
dealing with the Water Framework Directive, and 
were very interested to find out how we were 
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getting on. After a morning of presentations, 
Karen Twine (Loddon Fisheries Officer) took them 
on a site visit to see the nature-like bypass channel 
at Arborfield, a project that has delivered multiple 
benefits including WFD objectives and flood 
reduction. 
 

 
 
Fleet Pond fish removal 
As part of the Fleet Pond restoration run in 
partnership between Hart District Council, Fleet 
Pond Society, Natural England and the 
Environment Agency, we carried out a fish 
removal in a netted off section of the pond.  
 

 
 
It is hoped that the removal of fish from this area 
will reduce siltation and improve reed growth, as 
this is a BAP priority habitat. It is also expected 
that this will reduce predation on zooplankton, 
which will in turn help reduce algal blooms. Small 
pike, perch, roach and bream were removed in 
low numbers.  It is likely that we will be returning 
in summer and altering tactics to get a couple of 

big carp and pike that were missed during our first 
attempt! 
 
Responding to the Thames River Basin 
Management Plan and Flood Risk Management 
Plan 
 In England, businesses and the public sector 
jointly spend about £5billion each year to protect 
the water environment (RBMP consultation, page 
18 Part 3 Economic Analysis). This equated to 
about 2-3 billion for the Thames basin between 
2015 to 2021. With your input we can spend more 
wisely doing better for the communities and 
wildlife we work for. We invite you to respond to 
the River Basin and Flood Risk Management Plans 
at a level that suits you and welcome your time in 
responding. Please follow these links to relevant 
Thames and Loddon consultation documents. The 
RBMP consultation closes on 10 April 2015 and the 
FRMP consultation closes on the 31 January 2015. 
Main page:  
 
https://consult.environment-
agency.gov.uk/portal/ho/wfd/draft_plans/consult?pointId=3
034101#document-3034101   

Thames River Basin Management Plan:  
https://consult.environment-
agency.gov.uk/portal/ho/wfd/draft_plans/consult?pointId=s
1405418030714#section-s1405418030714  

 Loddon catchment summary:  
https://consult.environment-
agency.gov.uk/portal/ho/wfd/draft_plans/consult?pointId=s
1406201448406#section-s1406201448406  

 Flood Risk Management Plan:  
https://consult.environment-
agency.gov.uk/portal/ho/flood/draft_frmp/consult?pointId=
s1407245469487#section-s1407245469487  

 
Woodstock fish rescue 
During the later part of October, Fisheries Officers 
were called to attend fish in distress in an arm of 
the River Glyme above Blenheim Palace Lake.  
Thousands of roach, bream and perch had left the 
lake and ventured up one of the inflow streams at 
the head of the lake and become trapped. With 
the potential for the water quality to deteriorate, 
the team cleared the off-take at the head of the 
stream. This allowed more water from the Glyme 
down to the fish, and they also cleared the grill at 
the end of the stream, allowing the fish back into 
the lake. Around 30’000 fish were also moved back 
into the lake to thin out those present in the 
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stream. If you see any fish in distress then please 
contact the Incident Hotline on 0800 80 70 60 
For more info on this story please contact 
stuart.manwaring@environment-agency.gov.uk  
 

 
Fisheries Tech Spec Andy Killingbeck introduces fish back 
into the lake at Blenheim Palace.  

 
River of Life backwater netting – Part two. 
With the colder weather upon us, and the Thames 
flowing hard and brown, Fisheries Officers Stuart 
Manwaring and Andy Killingbeck thought it would 
be a good time to revisit some of the backwaters 
at the River of Life site at Shillingford. Two of the 
backwaters were netted with a 30m fry seine net. 
Thousands of juvenile fish were caught and 
amazing numbers of ruffe were present as well! 
Thirteen species in total were caught and once 
again shows how important these back water 
features are for juvenile fish, of all species. For 
more info on this story please contact 
stuart.manwaring@environment-agency.gov.uk  
 

 
A net full of juvenile fish from one of the backwaters at the 
River of Life. 

Kings weir 

During October Fisheries Officer Stuart Manwaring 
returned to Kings Lock to finish some work on the 

recently created bypass channel. From the outset 
he had planned to get the local Sea Scout group 
involved in the project.  
 

 
Fisheries Officer Stuart Manwaring briefing the Sea Scout 
group before starting work. 
 

Turning up with colleagues Karen Twine, Tom 
Sherwood and a trailer full of stakes, faggots, back 
fill and coir roll the scouts were soon creating 
some natural bank protection to address some 
possible bank erosion at the tail of one of the 
riffles. A line of stakes was put into the channel 
next to the bank. Faggots were then placed 
between the stakes up to the water level. While 
this was going on some of the younger scouts 
were introducing plugs of plant species such as 
Phalaris and Carex into the coir rolls. The rolls 
were then placed on the faggots and wire was 
criss-crossed over the top and between the stakes 
to hold everything in place. Several wheelbarrows 
worth of backfill was introduced into the gaps 
behind the new bank and jute matting was put in 
place to help hold it all together.  Some Iris, 
Glyceria and Mentha was collected locally and 
added to the new bank. Huge thanks must go to 
Bob and his band of scouts who helped out the 
fisheries team. For more info on this story please 
contact stuart.manwaring@environment-
agency.gov.uk   
 
Fish Stocking 
November saw West Thames area visited by some 
of our colleagues from the Calverton Fish Farm. 
Funded by rod licence revenue the fish farm 
produces many tens of thousands of fish each year 
for stocking into rivers and stillwaters country 
wide. The waters that received fish this year 
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included the Thame below Aylesbury, some small 
ponds near Newbury, a gravel pit near Abingdon 
and the River Thames at several locations. The 
reasons for stocking were varied. Some fish were 
stocked to replace those lost in pollution events, 
some to help re-establish breeding populations 
that may have declined and some to hopefully 
start new populations to help conserve the 
species. In general the Fisheries Team do not 
believe that stocking more fish is the answer to 
everything. We try to confine any stocking to 
places that have suffered from pollution or to 
where there have been positive changes to the 
habitat. 
 

 
James ‘Rab’ Rabjohns releasing part of the one thousand 
strong batch of 18 month old barbel into the Seacourt 
Stream, Oxford. 

 
These are sites where we feel that a population of 
fish might need a bit of a boost and that the 
habitat is now there to support them. For more 
info on this story please contact 
stuart.manwaring@environment-agency.gov.uk 

 

Eton entrance exam no obstacle to fish. 
As we all know the lower Thames is a heavily 
regulated river. The network of locks and 
impoundments which support the navigation have 
a big impact on the quality, extent, and availability 
of fishery habitat. The lower reaches of non-
navigable tributaries are therefore a critically 
important component of the lower Thames 
fishery. The Willow Brook at Eton College is a 
classic example. Defying the chalk-stream 
stereotype it emerges from urban Slough to cross 
the hallowed playing fields of Eton, entering the 
main river below Romney Lock. The stream was 

overly straight and uniform with heavy shading by 
ranks of trees along its lower course. EA fisheries 
and contractors working closely with college staff 
worked to open up the stream to greater light 
penetration, an approach both are keen to 
continue.  
 

 Gravel is introduced to the stream to create in-channel 
features. 
 

To address channel uniformity trees were recycled 
into flow deflectors, whilst gravel was introduced 
to create numerous riffle and pool sequences.  
Finally, a relic weir structure was removed at the 
downstream end to improve floodwater 
conveyance and allow free passage of fish 
upstream. Within two weeks of completion a 
survey team encountered no less than 11 species 
of fish including brown trout, chub and some 
sizeable roach.  The exercise was completed with 
the introduction of 500 young barbel from the 
EA’s national fish rearing facility at Calverton. 

 
Fisheries Work – the (mostly) hidden part 
We generally love our jobs in Fisheries. There are 
many exciting items of work that you will regularly 
see in this publication. However, a large part of 
our role can be much more mundane. Working on 
a computer, dealing with phone calls, attending 
meetings and site visits are all part of our work. 
This can be in connection with new legislation, 
planning applications, hydropower schemes, weir 
re-builds, flood defence work, etc, etc. Sometimes 
we are just ensuring that fish and their habitat 
aren’t damaged. For example we have probably 
had around 100 proposals for hydropower 
schemes in our area. We make sure we give good 
advice to the interested parties, including 
restrictions and mitigation that would be required. 
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Consequently the majority of these schemes don’t 
go ahead.  
As the examples below show, sometimes we can 
achieve significant gains.   
 
Screening at Farmoor and Fobney water 
treatment works: We know from research that 
large water abstractions from rivers can remove 
huge numbers of fish. These are predominantly fry 
which tend to drift downstream and which have 
poor swimming speeds, meaning they are 
particularly vulnerable to the flows at abstraction 
intakes. Thames Water have proposed to fit a 
Hydrolox screen with 1.75mm screen slot width at 
both Farmoor on the River Thames and Fobney on 
the River Kennet. This should result in significantly 
increased fry survival.   

 

  
A  Hydrolox screen and fish that had been caught on an 
intake screen, in one incident, in 2009. 

Oxford and Abingdon Flood Alleviation Scheme: 
This is still at an early stage of discussion and 
planning but Fisheries staff are heavily involved in 
the discussions. Whatever the final route of the 
western bypass channel we want to ensure that it 
provides improved habitat. This is likely to mean 
that the channel will be a 2 or 3 stage design so 
that it can function as a flowing watercourse 
during low flows. We also hope to improve fish 
passage.  
 
Fish pass channels created during weir re-builds: 
Radcot bypass was created a few years ago and 
Rushey this year, as part of weir re-furbishment 
works.  Electric fishing surveys have shown that 
both channels have excellent fish populations with 
a wide range of species. 

 
Rushey Fish Pass - looking good already! 
 

Mitigation as a result of Hydropower schemes: All 
schemes being applied for will require some level 
of mitigation. This will usually include improved 
fish passage unless there are very good reasons as 
to why this is not achievable. There are also 
requirements for screening and/or rubber buffers 
on Archimedes Screws to reduce the risk of 
damage to downstream migrating fish. One of the 
rare sites where fish passage could not be 
achieved was at Bladon. The hydropower is 
alongside the cascade at the lower end of the 
Lince. A fish pass would have only taken fish up 
into a large on-line lake with a 6m cascade and an 
even larger lake above that. The pass would have 
effectively made the scheme non-viable due to the 
amount of water required for the pass. Our 
alternative was to provide a sweetening flow from 
the lake to the Little London Stream (a tributary of 
the River Evenlode) and to add of 40 tonnes of 
gravel.    

 
Some of the 40 tonnes of gravel going into the Little London 
Stream 

There are some large bypass channels being 
planned as part of proposed hydropower schemes 



 

on the River Thames. We have high hopes that the 
new habitat will provide some excellent 
recruitment habitat for riverine fish. 
 
Removal of impounding structures by water 
companies: Historically (10 + years ago) Thames 
Water stopped abstracting from the River 
Windrush at Worsham. The water level had been 
raised to facilitate abstraction. After the decision 
to close the works Thames Water agreed to lower 
the gates to reduce the impoundment and 
improve fish passage. Fish passage was further 
improved by the creation of a significant area of 
riffle habitat downstream of the gates. The added 
stone and gravel created some excellent habitat 
and held up water levels sufficiently to make it 
easier for fish to get over the lip of the gates. We 
now have a similar situation at the Grimsbury 
abstraction on the River Cherwell. This has a 
massive impact on the upstream habitat, 
impounding a significant length of channel. It is 
also a total barrier to upstream fish movement. 
Thames Water have agreed to a trial where the 
Glenfield Gate is left open. We are at a very early 
stage with these discussions and Thames Water 
may need to use the abstraction again at some 
point in the future.  
 

 
The Glenfield Gate on the River Cherwell 

 
For further information on this article contact 
Andy Killingbeck at 
andy.killingbeck@environment-agency.gov.uk  
 
 
 
 
 

River Thame cattle drink turned into backwater  
In a joint venture between a landowner, the River 
Thame Conservancy Trust and the Environment 
Agency a poorly maintained cattle drink has been 
improved at Stadhampton. Cattle drinking areas 
are often a major source of sediment input to a 
river so the design and management of them is 
important. The existing cattle drink was described 
as “a bog” and as such was having a negative 
effect on the river. To address this a decent sized 
backwater was dug at the site of the existing cattle 
drink. This provides important refuge 
opportunities for juvenile fish.  

 
The newly dug and fenced backwater/cattledrink 

  
To limit the amount of sediment entering the river 
here a stone base was added to the cattle’s 
approach to the drinking area. Sturdy fencing was 
erected to ensure cattle used this approach.  
For more information on this story please email 
matt.drew@environment-agency.gov.uk 

 
Contact Us 
If you would like any further information about any 
articles in this newsletter or have any other queries 
please contact Stuart Manwaring. 
 
stuart.manwaring@environment-agency.gov.uk 
  
Tel: 01491 828390 
Environment Agency 
Red Kite House 
Howbery Park.  
Wallingford OX10 8BD 
 
Also follow Matt Drew and the Environment Agency on 
Twitter – Twitter@mattdrewEA or 
Twitter@EnvAgency 
 
Incident hotline – 0800 80 70 60 
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